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FELBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL
Meetings are held on the first Thursday of each month (except January and August)

at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4th December 2008
at 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Present:
Mr Ian McBryde (Chairman)



Mr Brian Apps

Mrs Linda Hainge



Mrs Joan Harwood



Mrs Bridget Huntington

Mr Ken Harwood (for part of meeting)



Mrs Rosalind White (in attendance)

1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Mr Jeremy Clarke, Mr Jacob Woodd  and Mr Ken Rimington.

2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no additions to those previously registered.

3.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING


The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 6th November 2008 were approved and signed.

4.
MATTERS ARISING
(i)
Linden Homes development in Copthorne Road:  A reply is awaited to a letter sent to Linden Homes regarding the solar panels on the three new houses in Copthorne Road which can be seen above the roof line.  

(ii)
Over development in Felbridge:  A reply is awaited to an email sent to SCC asking for clarification of the additional primary provision likely to be needed in the South West Tandridge Area 
(iii)
Vehicle Activated Signs:  An email has been sent to Surrey Police suggesting that a VAS sign in Copthorne Road should be sited between Hedgecourt Place and Mill Lane and asking if consideration could be given to a sign in Crawley Down Road. 

(iv)
Speed Limit Reductions:  Jeremy Clarke is awaiting a reply to an email sent to Mr Peter Ainsworth MP regarding the SCC delays.

(v)
List of Surrey Highway Repairs:  

(i) The reflective post on the edge of the kerb behind the Star Inn (reported 25.09.08 – Ref 82090864) will be replaced with a similar post as there would be health and safety implications in the event of any change of post.

(ii) Linden Homes have confirmed by email that they will reinstate any damage to verges.  The site manager of the Strath Cottage development has given his assurance that when the development is completed, his company will reinstate any damage done to the highway verges.
(iii) A22 outside Glendale - The dip in the road (reported 03.03.08 – Ref 82061107) was defected by the CHO and the utility company has been asked to carry out repairs.  Resolved:  Clerk to ask when this was reported to the utility company and details of SCC’s contact.
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(iv) Crawley Down Road - The uneven road surface outside the Oak Farm development (Re-reported to SCC 14.10.08 – Ref 82093065) was inspected by the CHO and found to be not within SCC’s intervention level.

(v) Copthorne Road – The bad hump by the puffin crossing (Re-reported to SCC 14.10.08 – Ref 82093067) has been inspected by the CHO and is on the repair list.

(vi) Copthorne Road – The potholes on the eastbound carriageway opposite Doves Barn and tear marks on the west and eastbound carriageways, west of Furnace Wood (re-reported to SCC 19.11.08 – Ref. 82097657) have been inspected by the CHO who considered that all the damage is below SCC’s intervention level.  They are left on the list for routine inspection.  Resolved:  Clerk to contact SCC again and point out that this is a major road and if an accident occurs due to these defects, FPC would not hesitate to publicise the number of occasions they have asked for repairs to be carried out. 

(vii) Rowplatt Lane - The raised manhole cover in the middle of the road outside The Ark (re-reported on 08.10.08 - Ref 82092457) has been inspected by the CHO and not rated as a defect but has been left for routine inspection.

(viii) Street Lamp in Rowplatt Lane outside No. 26 which has tape wrapped round it and is in a dangerous condition (Reported on 08.10.08 - Ref 82092454) was reported to EDF end October – work normally takes 6-12 weeks.

(ix) Storm Water Drains in Copthorne Road outside No. 51 and opposite the new development at 41 Copthorne Road are broken (reported to SCC (Ref. 82091180 29.09.08).

(x) Footpaths alongside A22 - The footpaths outside Stone Cottage and between Whittington College and Felbridge Copse were re-reported to SCC on 21.10.08 (Ref. 82093891and 82093892).  Resolved:  Clerk to follow up.

(vi)
Felbridge Village Sign on Crawley Down Road:  Derek Poole has replied saying that he regrets that this cannot be a priority for Surrey Highways at this time.  It may be possible to reconsider at the time of implementation of the new speed limits in the area.

(vii)
Crawley Down Road Street Lights:  4 lights near Oak Farm Place are still not working (Ref 90084036).  EDF were asked to leave the site on 20.08.08 by a resident as the cables are on 3rd party land.  SCC reported on 2.12.08 that they are no further forward but the street lighting engineer is trying to resolve the issue.
(viii)
Verges:  A letter has been sent to the Managing Director of Antler Homes to remind him that he agreed to arrange for the badly damaged verge near Housman Close to be repaired.  Resolved:  Clerk to follow up.

(ix)
Travel Lodge on A22:  Monica Cooper from the Spirit Group confirmed on 25.09.08 that she is waiting for quotes to repair the broken fence. Resolved:  Clerk to follow up.

(x)
Crawley Down Road:  PC Paul Clifton will update FPC with the results of any speed checks he carries out when vehicles are leaving football matches.  Resolved:  Clerk to write to Ian Marshall, FSRA, re parking on the grass verges during football matches, suggesting they purchase some notices requesting no parking on the verges.

(xi)
Linden Homes Development:  The entrance to the three houses has now been returned to its original width.  Resolved:  Clerk to ask Linden Homes for some turf on the verge and beside the hedge.

(xii)
Carpark at Bedding Centre:  Although there is a technical breach of planning, TDC have decided not to enforce this but have asked FPC to monitor.  Resolved:  Clerk to ask Philip Evans, TDC, for the planning application number in 1995.

(xiii)
Number of Parish Councillors:  Hazel Oakley, TDC Electoral Services Manager, has agreed to check the regulations.  Resolved:  Clerk to follow up.

(xiv)
Barongs:  The signs without planning permission have been re-instated.  Resolved:  Clerk to contact Philip Evans, TDC.
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(xv)
Homelands:  SCC Highways have been asked to investigate the A-boards erected outside no. 71 Copthorne Road every day.  Resolved:  Clerk to ask Philip Evans, TDC, to look at these signs.

(xvi)
Letter from PRC:  A reply has been received from Paul Newdick, TDC, enclosing copies of all internal and external correspondence relating to the SE Plan, bypass and housing development.  This was given to Jeremy Clarke.

(xvii)
Beef and Faggot Trust:  Joan Harwood attended the meeting on 3rd December, as FPC’s representative.  18 local residents will receive a donation from the trust.

(xviii)
FSRA:  A letter is awaited from Mr Voller confirming the costs involved in replacing the goal posts and the special tapes required.  

(xix)
Felbridge Nurseries:  A letter objecting to this development was sent to MSDC on 25th November, with a copy to TDC.

(xx)
Model Publication Scheme 2009:  The publication scheme was agreed and accepted by FPC.

(xxi)
Road Sign in Copthorne Road:  The road sign outside Mulberry Gate in Copthorne Road which is obstructing the pavement leaving insufficient space for wheelchairs etc to pass, was reported to SCC on 20.11.08 (Ref 82097824).  CHO to inspect.

(xxii)
Rowplatt Lane:  It was agreed to monitor if grass cuttings are being left on the common land, in the Spring.

(xxiii)
New Church Hall Proposals:  Several councillors attended the consultation on 15th November and thought the proposals were well illustrated and very good.

(xxiv)
Rules of Common Sign:  Jonathan Bruce has agreed to consider replacing the sign in the new financial year.

5.
COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS

(i)
TDC Training:  Ken Harwood attended a training session on 3rd December on enforcement.  He agreed to circulate information from the meeting.
(ii)
Street Light in Mill Lane:  The street light opposite Tangle Oak is faulty.  Resolved:  Clerk to report to SCC.

(iii)
Bridle Way off Newchapel Road:  A meeting on 29th November was attended by local residents and 3 councillors.  It was agreed that residents would join together and engage one lawyer.

(iv)
Village Hall Carpark:  The drains and leaves need clearing.  Resolved:  Clerk to contact Jonathan Bruce.

(v)
Village Hall Committee Room Table:  The Village Hall Committee are considering selling this table.

(vi)
Dundori:  An A-board has been placed on the A264 outside Timberlands.  Resolved:  Clerk to report to TDC.

(vii)
Felbridge School:  The school has asked the Village Hall Committee if they could use the village hall if there is an emergency at the school.

(viii)
TDC Planning:  Ken Harwood will obtain a copy of a booklet detailing planning codes and conditions.

(ix)
Neighbourhood Police Team Newsletter:  A copy of the Autumn 2008 issue was circulated. 

(x)
Gatwick Security Team:  It was agreed to invite their co-coordinator to speak at the Annual Parish Meeting in May 2009.

(xi)
Draft Budget 2009/10:  A copy was circulated.  It was agreed that the Precept should remain at £14,000.

(xii)
The Star Inn:  The A-board outside is obstructing sight lines and the pavement.  Resolved:  Clerk to contact the Manager.

(xiii)
Speedwatch:  A check was carried out on 3rd December outside the football ground.  Resolved:  Clerk to contact Moira Cocks about the possibility of a site in Copthorne Road (near Hedgecourt Place) and on the A22 near The Limes.  
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Brian Apps to arrange for photos and a write up at the next Speedwatch check for the local newspaper.
6.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Applications Acknowledged 10th – 14th November

TA/2008/1507:  Felbridge Nursery, Crawley Down Road, Felbridge.  Erection of 18 dwellings (Use Class C3), an elderly care home (Use Class C2), commercial floor space (Use Class B1), two areas of landscaped open space, associated landscaping, means of access and any other associated works, retention of Halidon.  (Consultation by adjoining authority).  Resolved:  FPC object on the grounds of density of dwellings; proposed heights of the buildings; no evidence of a need for residential care home places in this vicinity; already have overprovision of Class B1 commercial units in the area; and the commercial units will generate industrial traffic along rural roads.  FPC also consider that the objections given by TDC to the MSDC draft small scale housing proposals for the land south of Copthorne Road also apply to this proposed site.

Applications Acknowledged 17th – 21st November

TA/2008/1037:  57 Copthorne Road, Felbridge.  Retention of close boarded wooden fence (height 1.98m) to front of property adjacent to Copthorne Road.  Resolved:  FPC are concerned about the enclosure and encroachment of the visual openness of Copthorne Road, which appears to be on council owned verges.

TA/2008/1523:  Woodcock, Woodcock Hill, Felbridge.  Conversion of garage, store and stable to residential and erection of single storey side and rear extensions to provide 3 x 1-bed flats on the ground floor.  Resolved:  FPC strongly support this application, subject to any restrictions that might apply due to the TDC Core Strategy, and consider this property provides a much needed service to local community.

Applications Acknowledged 24th – 28th November

TA/2008/1253:  Forge Farm, Stubpond Lane, Newchapel.  Change of use of land to residential with provision of 6 pitches to be used as private gypsy caravan site.  Resolved:  FPC object on the grounds of no services or infrastructure available; site can only be reached by private vehicles; access is along an un-made bridle way; saturation of similar sites within a very small area; the application has not demonstrated any special reasons or circumstances for development within Green Belt; the plan of the site shows 7 pitches but the application is for 6 units.
Applications Acknowledged 1st – 5th December

None in Felbridge.
7.
CLERK’S REPORT AND CORRESPONDENCE
(i)
Tandridge Local Committee:  An invitation has been received to the meeting on 5th December.  

(ii)
Surrey County Playing Fields Association:  A letter has been received asking for a contribution towards their activities.  Resolved:  It was agreed to send a donation of £25.
(iii)
Felbridge Bowling Club:  A letter has been received asking for a donation towards the cost of installing a commercial dishwasher.  Resolved:  It was agreed to send a donation of £600 when the machine has been purchased and installed, which must be before 31st March 2009.
(iv)
TDC Independent Remuneration Panel:  An email has been received asking for FPC’s views on the payment of allowances for Parish Councillors.  Resolved:  Clerk to reply saying that they do not consider allowances are necessary.

(v)
In circulation:  TDC News Release re Bogus Charity Collections, 10 Nov 08;  TDC List of Delegated Action Taken, 13 Nov 08;  TDC Development Control Committee Agenda, 20 Nov 08:  Surrey County Playing Fields Association Annual Report and Accounts 2007/08;  The Playing Field, Autumn 08;  TDC 
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News Release re Tandridge News, 21 Nov 08;  SCC Youth Project Bulletin, Nov 08;  East Surrey Museum Newsletter, Nov 08;  ESPLG Minutes of Mtg on 13 Nov 08;  TDC News Release Garden Waste Service, 28 Nov 08;  TDC News Release re Inadequate Government Grant, 28 Nov 08;  Surrey Community Foundation Community Grants, Nov 08;  TDC Local Committee Mtg Agenda, 5 Dec 08;  TDC Standards Committee Agenda, 1Dec 08;  TDC Planning Policy Committee Agenda, 4 Dec 08;  Natural World, Winter 08;  Surrey Nature, Autumn 08;  Tandridge News, Winter 08;  TDC Community Services Committee Agenda, 27 Nov 08;  Email from GACC re Gatwick Expansion, 2 Dec 08;  Email from SALC re papers available on their website.
8.
ACCOUNTS AND CHEQUES SIGNED:  Issue of the following cheques was approved by the Parish Council under Standing Orders:

664
B. Wright


Bus shelter cleaning for December
     £29.38

665
B. Wright


Bus shelter cleaning for January
     £29.38

666
R. White


Clerk’s salary for December

   £193.03

667
HM Revenue & Customs
Income Tax for December

     £48.20

668
R. White


Clerk’s salary for January

   £193.03

669
HM Revenue & Customs
Income Tax for January

     £48.20

670
R White


Office Allowance for December

and Petty Cash for November

     £71.26

671
Cancelled

672
M Odell


Felbridge Luncheon Club

      £30.00

673
Strong Electronics Ltd
Christmas Light Bulbs - Village Hall
    £100.00

9.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS - None
10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting will be held on Thursday 5th February 2009 at 7.30pm.

The meeting closed at approximately 10.00pm.

RW   

16 December 2008

